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The demise of apartheid (1994) led to a new democratic nation born in Africa. This historic event 
made it possible to seek reconciliation 
between the people of South Africa, 
divided by racial conflicts for over 
three centuries.
It led to a highly recognised 
humanitarian constitution, a 
progressive foreign policy, international 
investments and policies which gave 
hope and expectation for development, 
job creation, poverty eradication, good 
education and proper health care for 
all.
It made possible the signing of 
numerous multilateral agreements 
such as the ones with the European 
Union, the India, brazil, South Africa 
Forum (IbSA) and in 2011 with brazil, 
Russia, India and China (bRICS). 
Multilateral Agreements amongst 
the developing countries has been 
a popular phenomenon in the 21st 
century. However the ‘Non-Aligned 
Movement’, a movement of third 
world countries considering themselves 
not aligned with or against any of the 
world’s major power formations, has 
not had much of an impact on the 
development of developing countries. 
The focus now should be given to 
groupings such as IbSA, bRICS and 
FOCAC (Forum on China Africa 
Cooperation), and productive bilateral 
trade agreements. Amongst the three 
developing continents (Africa, Asia and 
Latin America) Africa more than the 
others suffers from hardships of high 
poverty rates, high unemployment 
rates, low GDP, low life expectancy 
and other socio-economic challenges, 
making one wonder if Africa is really 
potentially rich with mineral resources 
or not. 
The idea of developing countries 
coming together as a unit to form 
multilateral agreements was a strategic 
move to improve development in these 
countries, to have a say and influence 
in international organs such as the 
United Nations, the International 
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Monetary Fund (IMF) and World bank 
and also to counter-balance the global 
western influence. 
An Overview of BRICS and its 
influence in Africa
Above all, relationships amongst 
developing countries have proven 
to be effective in promoting and 
strengthening the socio-economic and 
political aspects of development.  The 
founding member states were brazil, 
Russia, India and China (bRIC). The 
original conceptualisation of the bRIC 
acronym was coined by Jim O’Neill, 
the Goldman Sachs Asset Management 
chairperson. O’Neill identified these 
countries as the fastest growing 
economies, with promising and vibrant 
markets, as well as economic leaders 
of the future (Klomegah, 2011). Even 
with the presence of Russia bRICS 
is still considered a South-South 
multilateral group; this is motivated 
by the ideological and multilateral 
relations Russia has had with Africa, 
Latin America, and Asia during the 
Cold-War era.
The first bRIC summit was held in 
Yekaterinburg, Russia, in 2009 (Alden 
and Sidiropoulos, 2011). This was a 
starting point for bRIC as a formal body 
to make its mark in international politics. 
At the 2011 Sanya summit in China, 
South Africa was ushered in as a new 
member and the club became known 
as bRICS. According to Graceffos (2011) 
bRICS in totality represents roughly 
one third of the global population 
and carries an estimated US$ 4 trillion 
in foreign reserves. However these 
countries are nevertheless still in their 
developmental phase, but they are 
distinguished by their large economies 
and significant influence on the regional 
and global stage. As the democratic 
regional powers of the ‘South’ were 
uniting, South Africa’s entry into bRICS 
was accompanied by doubts. Jim 
O’Neill is of the view that “For South 
Africa to be treated as part of bRIC 
doesn’t make any sense to me” but he 
modified this statement by adding, “but 
South Africa as a representative of the 
African continent is a different story” 
(Hervieu, 2011). 
South Africa, compared to its bRICS 
counterparts, is small in everything: 
economy, population, GDP rate and 
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rate of economic growth.  However, 
the continent’s economic power 
house, South Africa, has been involved 
in much global socio-economic and 
political participation and it is well 
experienced in the cut-throat world 
of international politics. South Africa 
brings to bRICS the entire African 
market as was suggested by the 
minister of International Relations 
and Cooperation (Haijun, 2012). This 
will also contribute in boosting the 
country’s influence in the group. South 
Africa is one of the founding member 
states of the IbSA forum, which the 
former President of South Africa Thabo 
Mbeki called the G8 of the South. 
This was one of the turning points for 
the country in forming alliances with 
partners sharing common ideologies 
and visions for development.
South Africa faces a high level of 
youth unemployment, both graduates 
and non-graduates. The country 
faces serious political, economic and 
social challenges including crime and 
xenophobia. The severity of these 
challenges coupled with the schisms 
and factionalism in the ANC put in 
doubt the hegemony of South Africa in 
the continent. The ANC must shape up 
while it still has time to assist in building 
a country that will be an example of 
success in the continent. Currently 
no political organisation enjoys such 
overwhelming majority support as the 
ANC. but this support is starting to 
fade away as the other small emerging 
political organisations claim some 
municipalities and provinces, and 
poor service delivery undermines the 
credibility of the ruling party. The ANC 
government should provide its people 
with basic necessities in order to have 
stability in the country and if they want 
to continue being an organisation 
relevant to the people. The country 
needs not only a strong economy that 
can compete globally, but an economy 
that can create jobs for its people, 
particularly the youth. 
South Africa needs to take 
advantage of its membership in bRICS 
as they carry the whole continent on 
their shoulders. This country must 
advocate for the development of Africa, 
increase and promote production, and 
export goods, rather than exporting 
raw materials and consuming finished 
goods especially from China. African 
alliance/unity needs to be re-visited 
and the New Partnership for Africa’s 
Development (NEPAD) must be used 
as a tool for driving the economic 
re-awakening of the continent. 
Global Chinese influence cannot be 
ignored, but the manner in which the 
Chinese products are fuelling African 
markets poses a lot of danger to domestic 
production. This phenomenon must 
be analysed intensively to safeguard 
the African market. Early warning signs 
such as these must keep South Africa 
on its toes as a leading continental 
economic force. Countries such as 
the African big five (South Africa, 
Egypt, Morocco, Nigeria and Algeria) 
should provide direction and defend 
the African economy. Africa needs to 
take a strong stand through its united 
efforts to start to produce finished 
goods and get involved in the modern 
technological economy. Africa’s big 
five should analyse South Africa’s role 
in bRICS and explore the possibilities, 
determining whether it will boost the 
continent’s growth or will open doors 
for opportunistic countries to prey on 
the continent’s minerals. Africa’s big 
five must share ideas and eliminate 
what does not work. 
Below, Aneki.com outlines Africa’s 
big five, the largest economies in Africa 
by GDP in the year 2011.
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The above figures by Aneki.com 
can double or triple if the big five 
can engage heavily in new trade 
and investment, infrastructural 
development, modern agricultural 
production, green technology and 
mineral beneficiation. Imperialist 
trading in Africa must be dealt 
with especially in the Francophone 
countries. The 21st century must be 
Africa’s century; this continent must 
also be given a chance to develop and 
grow as other continents. 
Haile Selassie, during the formation 
of the OAU, said that “History teaches 
us that unity is strength”. That unity 
is needed more than ever by Africa 
today, to end conflicts, corruption, 
famine and poverty in all its shapes 
and forms, and focus on building a 
powerful African Union. The ideas are 
there, people are there, minerals are 
there: in fact Africa lacks nothing but 
true leaders that are decisive, brave 
and most of all ‘PATRIOTIC’. The 
Mbeki vision of the G8 of the South 
can be put into practice in the modern 
Africa under the banner of the African 
Union (AU). 
As the bRICS summit will be 
hosted by South Africa in 2013 one 
of the major issues that needs to be 
addressed is Africa’s socio-economic 
development. South Africa should 
use its membership to put forward 
the AU’s African Agenda, the need 
for the continent to beneficiate its 
natural mineral resources, to develop 
local manufacturing and industries, 
to become and integral part of the 
technological revolution and to 
promote authentic local research and 
development.
Whilst strengthening, developing 
and promoting all-round ties and 
relations with bRICS, Africa should 
also strengthen its economic ties with 
Europe and North America. but to play 
their critical role in international affairs 
African countries must strengthen 
intra-African diplomatic ties, unity and 
cohesion. This would enable Africa to 
project and promote a consolidated 
view as a united continent on global 
issues, challenges and solutions that 
affect it economically and politically. 
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